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World Health Organization (WHO) meets with

President El-Sisi to discuss assistive tech

The United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) estimates that
there are 12 million people living
with disabilities in Egypt

Following a series of virtual
meetings on assistive technology
with WHO and the International
Society for Prosthetics and Orthotics
(ISPO), Egypt’s President H.E.
Abdel-Fattah FEl-Sisi requested a
WHO mission to support Egypt’s
goal of leaving no one behind and
realizing the rights of people with
locomotor disability to enjoy health
and well-being.

Assistive technology refers to the
delivery of assistive products and
services that maintain or improve
an individual’s functioning and
independence, thereby promoting
their well-being, including, for
example, hearing aids, wheelchairs,
or prostheses.

The United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) estimates that
there are 12 million people living
with disabilities in Egypt, and while
there is lack of country-specific

data on the availability of assistive
technology, it is estimated that
globally only 1 in 10 people in need
have access to assistive products.
“WHO'’s Constitution recognizes
the highest attainable standard of
health as a fundamental right of
every human being, a concept that is
aligned with Egypt’s Vision 2030”
One of the President’s key
initiatives is to establish an industrial
complex for prosthetics and orthotics
assistive technology that will enable
Egypt to become an internationally-
recognized physical rehabilitation
centre to both meet national needs and
be a regional hub for manufacturing
and service provision. The first phase
will focus on people with locomotor

disability.
As well as a desk review and
virtual  meetings, the WHO

mission conducted field visits to
several health care facilities across

different governorates to assess
the opportunities for integrating
assistive technology services

within the current essential services

packages. Subsequently, the mission
held a series of plenary discussions
and presentations with the different
government stakeholders.

Headed by the WHO
Representative in Egypt, Dr Naeema
Al Gasseer, the WHO Team Lead for

B

"

Assistive Technologies and Medical
Devices, Dr Chapal Khasnbis and the
President of ISPO, Dr Claude Tardif,
the WHO team met with President
El-Sisi, Egypt’s Prime Minister
H.E. Dr Mostafa Madbouly, the
Minister of Health and Population,

Dr Khaled Abdel Ghaffar, and other
relevant ministers and heads of
national entities.

In response to the President’s
call for action, Dr Al Gasseer said,
“WHO’s Constitution recognizes
the highest attainable standard

nology

of health as a fundamental right
of every human being, a concept
that is aligned with Egypt’s Vision
2030. President EIl-Sisi stressed the
importance of expediting support to
this large category of persons with
disabilities to allow them to live
healthy and productive lives with a
positive return for their communities,
societies and economies”.

“We commend Egypt’s efforts to
leave no one behind. WHO stands
ready to provide the support needed,
with its partners, to assist not only
the 12 million people living with
disabilities in Egypt but also the
estimated 36 million people who
are affected by disability in Egypt,
given the impact of disability on the
families of these individuals,” she

added.
The mission together with a
national committee has identied

the steps to be taken immediately,
a plan for the way forward and the
means to mobilize the necessary
technical and financial support.
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NewWorldBankFinancingWllExpandand Strengthen
Egypt’s Flagship Social Protection Program

Investing in human capital is
integral to national development and
Egypt has made notable progress
towards building a more integrated

and inclusive social protection
system

The World Bank announced
yesterday  US$500 million in

financing to expand and strengthen
Egypt’s flagship Social Safety Net
Program, also known as Takaful and
Karama. The new financing marks a
third phase of collaboration between
the World Bank and the Government
of Egypt to support the establishment
of an efficient and effective cash
transfer program and to introduce
beneficiaries to interventions that
generate sustainable incomes and
help people to graduate out of
poverty.

Investing in human capital is
integral to national development and
Egypt has made notable progress
towards building a more integrated
and inclusive social protection
system. A cornerstone of Egypt’s
social protection system is the
Takaful and Karama program (TKP),
which as of June 2022, covers 3.69
million households (approximately
12.84 million individuals). Women
represent 74 percent of card holders/
direct beneficiaries, and 67 percent
of the cash goes to Upper Egypt.

The adverse economic impact
of recent global events such as
COVID-19 and the war in Ukraine
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added urgency to strengthen and
expand the flagship program and to
boost the resilience of vulnerable
households in the face of future
shocks.

“The timing of the program
is  particularly  important  as
the Government is expanding
social safety nets to mitigate the
repercussions of exogenous price
shocks”

“The new financing agreement
builds on the success of the first and
second phases of Egypt’s Takaful and
Karama program and initiates its third
phase of cooperation. The timing of

the program is particularly important
as the Government is expanding
social safety nets to mitigate the
repercussions of exogenous price
shocks by enhancing cash transfers,
strengthening institutional capacities
and providing technical support.
The ongoing collaboration with the
World Bank continues to support
the country in maintaining and
enhancing positive human capital
outcomes.” said H.E. Dr. Rania A.
Al-Mashat, Egypt’s Minister of
International Cooperation.

The latest financing builds on
the longstanding partnership with

the Ministry of Social Solidarity
(MOSS) through the “Strengthening
Social Safety Nets Program”, which
started in 2015 to support TKP.
Additional World Bank financing
in 2019 further enhanced TKP and
introduced the economic inclusion
program called FORSA, which helps
to create livelihood opportunities
through wage employment and
providing  assets that enable
beneficiaries to generate sustainable
incomes. Assets provided by the
program include sewing machines,
livestock and poultry, post-harvest
food processing and production

units, waste recycling machinery,
handicraft and knitting machinery,
beekeeping equipment and small
greenhouses. FORSA also provides
beneficiaries with the technical
and financial know-how needed to
effectively operate and profit from
those assets. The new financing will
further support TKP in reaching
the poorest and most vulnerable
households while providing them
with financial products and services.
The  new financing aims
to a) expand the program’s coverage
and b) enhance  the  program’s
social registry by making it more
adaptive to respond to emergencies,
including climate-related shocks;
and c) enhance access of the poor
and vulnerable to economic inclusion
opportunities, paving the way for
more sustainable livelihoods that do
not depend on cash transfers.
“Takaful and Karama is Egypt’s
main social safety net program that
supports social justice policies, and
promotes inclusion of the country’s
most poor and vulnerable households
including families with school age
children, elderly, orphans and people
with disabilities,” said HE. Dr.
Nivine El Kabbag, Egypt’s Minister
of Social Solidarity. “This new
financing continues our collaboration
with the World Bank on this very
important program, and will help
support government efforts to build
an integrated, adaptive and shock

responsive social protection system,
in view of the challenging global
context.”

Over the years, MOSS has
leveraged Takaful and Karama’s
social registry to link beneficiaries
to other national social protection
programs, including, subsidized
health insurance, food ration cards,
the “Two is Enough” family planning
program, and the “First 1000 Days”
healthy nutrition project which begins
at pregnancy and ends at the child’s
second birthday. The new financing
will continue to support efforts to
address the multidimensional aspects
of poverty and vulnerability by
linking beneficiaries to additional
cash-plus interventions as well as
other social protection programs,
including FORSA. Beneficiaries
will also have access to the “Waai”
program, which raises awareness on
many social and behavioral issues.

“This new financing very much
resonates with the bank’s FY 23-
27 Country Partnership framework
with Egypt which puts the Egyptian
people at the center of its strategy, and
seeks to create conditions for green,
resilient, and inclusive development
including through supporting the
enhancement of Egypt’s human
capital,” said Marina Wes, World
Bank Country Director for Egypt,
Yemen, and Djibouti.

President El-Sisi Follows-up on the Development of the Country’s Port System

This development shall also include
creating logistics zones to increase their
capacity, thereby enhancing their ability
to boost international trade, exports and
imports

Today, President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi
met with Prime Minister, Dr. Mostafa
Madbouly, Minister of Transport,
Lieutenant-General Kamel al-Wazir
and Presidential Advisor for Urban
Planning, Major General Amir Sayed
Ahmed.

The Spokesman for the Presidency
said the meeting followed-up on
the upgrading of the port system
nationwide.

“The meeting also discussed progress
in completing and upgrading the Ports
of East Port Said and Damietta in
partnership with international expertise
and the private sector”

President EI-Sisi gave directives
to upgrade the ports in an integrated
developmental manner that extends to
the surrounding areas of the ports. This
development shall also include creating
logistics zones to increase their capacity,
thereby enhancing their ability to boost
international trade, exports and imports.

This shall solidify Egypt’s position as a
regional and global logistics center and
also in the Mediterranean and Red Seas
Basins. The President stressed that the
progress of nations depends primarily
on the transport network of ports,
airports, roads and hubs as supportive
infrastructure for all sectors of the state.

The Minister of Transport briefed
the President on ongoing efforts to
upgrade and improve the various ports
on the country’s coasts, particularly
with regard to redesigning and
planning them as well as raising their
efficiency by constructing breakwaters,
dredging and deepening shipping
lanes, and establishing new berths to
accommodate giant ships. This is in
addition to developing the management
and operation systems in partnership
with the private sector of extensive
international experience. This aims to
end accumulation of goods in ports and
ensure their smooth transit, whether it
is related to the exit of exports to global
markets or the reception of imports of
basic production requirements, which
will contribute to doubling the country’s
local production and creating jobs in

sectors that depend on the efficiency of
ports, mainly agriculture and industry.

The Minister of Transport reviewed
efforts to upgrade the Alexandria
Grand Port, which will include the
Port of Alexandria, the Port of Dekhila
and Al-Max Port. The meeting also
tackled progress in the construction
of the infrastructure for new storage
yards, a multi-purpose terminal, a large
breakwater, and various logistics zones
in addition to the improvement of the
marine services berth in the port.

The meeting also discussed progress
in completing and upgrading the Ports
of East Port Saed and Damietta in
partnership with international expertise
and the private sector.

President EI-Sisi was updated on
work progress in the development of
Ain Sokhna Port and the Sokhna /
Dekhila axis, in addition to Line 1 of
the express electric train, which will
link the Red Sea with the Northern
Coast (Ain Sokhna / Alexandria / El
Alamein / Marsa Matruh) with a length
of 675 km and a total of 34 stations. It is
regarded as a huge modern addition to
the transport system in Egypt.




