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Egyptian national regulatory authority reaches
second highest level in WHO classification

This makes Egypt’s NRA the first to
reach ML-3 for vaccine regulation
in the Eastern Mediterranean
Region and the ninth at global level
The World Health Organization
(WHO) has announced that
Egypt’s National  Regulatory
Authority (NRA) for vaccines
reached Maturity Level 3 (ML-3)
— the second highest in the WHO
classification of national regulatory
systems. This makes Egypt’s
NRA the first to reach ML-3 for
vaccine regulation in the Eastern
Mediterranean Region and the
ninth at global level.

Reaching ML-3 offers Egyptian
vaccine manufacturers the
eligibility to apply for WHO pre-
qualification and WHO Emergency
Use Listing of their manufactured
products, which will eventually
allow Egypt to export COVID-19
vaccines to other countries.

“Egypt and 5 African countries
have emerged as the first African
recipients of mRNA technology
under the global mMRNA technology
transfer hub initiative”

WHO classification is carried out
based on its Global Benchmarking
Tool to ensure vaccine quality,
safety and effectiveness. Achieving

Maturity Level 1 means some
elements of the regulatory system
exist. Maturity Level 2 indicates
an evolving national regulatory
system that partially performs
essential regulatory functions.

Maturity Level 3 confirms that
a stable, well functioning and
integrated  regulatory  system
is in place. The highest level,
Maturity Level 4, is achieved by a
regulatory system operating at an
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advanced level of performance and
continuous improvement.

An official benchmarking mission
of the Egyptian Drug Authority —
conducted by 15 international
assessors during 13-17 March

2022 and using an evaluation tool
cross cutting 9 functions with a set
of indicators and sub-indicators —
revealed that the Egyptian Drug
Authority had attained ML-3.

Recently, Egypt and 5 African

countries have emerged as the
first African recipients of mRNA
technology under the global
mRNA technology transfer hub
initiative. An mRNA vaccine is a
type of vaccine that uses a copy of
a molecule called messenger RNA
(mRNA) to produce an immune
response. This platform is used
to manufacture vaccines against
COVID-19 and can be applied to
produce other types of vaccines; it
is also used in several applications
of immunotherapy for infectious
diseases and cancers.

Egypt is among the Region’s
main  producers of medical
and pharmaceutical products,
including vaccines. WHO has
been providing constant support to
the country’s national regulatory
authorities since 1998, with
accelerated support since 2006.
Over the last 2 years, WHO has
offered technical support to the
Egyptian Drug Authority through
several missions, in addition to
continuous virtual follow-up, as
part of the Organization’s efforts to
strengthen regulatory capacity of
medical products in all of WHO’s
Member States.
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African delegates chart the way
forward in creating clean cities

AFRICAN CLEAN
CITIES PLATFORM

PLATE-FORME AFRICAINE
DES VILLES PROPRES

The meeting under the aegis of
the ACCP was held to exchange
knowledge and experiences and
create partnerships with people who
share the same challenges

A total of 566 participants drawn
from 48 countries across the globe
took part in a virtual exchange at
which recommendations were made
on achieving clean cities and shifting
towards a circular economy on the
African continent.

The meeting under the aegis of the
African Clean Cities Programme
(ACCP) was held to exchange
knowledge and experiences and
create partnerships with people who
share the same challenges in solid
waste management in Africa.

The ACCP Assemblies are organised
to share knowledge and experiences
every three years in conjunction
with TICAD (Tokyo International
Conference on African Development).
After the first two meetings held in
Rabat, Morocco 2018, and Yokohama,
Japan, in 2019, the third Assembly
hosted by Tunis took place on 25 - 29
July 2022, one month before TICAD
8, as a part of the preparation process.
The ACCP members captured the
outcomes of activities laid out in the
Yokohama Action Guidance adopted
in the Second Assembly in 2019 and
agreed on the ACCP activities in the
coming three years.

Supported with the digital
technologies and the new online
format, participants actively discussed
the challenges and exchanged
knowledge and experience for
improved solid waste management.
A business matching platform was
also set up to showcase the innovative
circular economy solutions provided
by private companies in Africa.

“A business matching platform was
also set up to showcase the innovative

circular economy solutions provided
by private companies in Africa”

“Our meeting reflects the importance
of shared responsibility in the effort
to fight against environmental
degradation,” said Najla Bouden,
Prime Minister of Tunisia, who
opened the Assembly, calling for more
cities in Tunisia and Africa to join
the platform. Tsuyoshi Yamaguchi,
Minister of the Environment, Japan,
spoke of the nexus between waste
and climate and the vital role played
by improved solid waste management
in tackling plastic pollution, ensuring
Japan’s commitment to continued
support to ACCP.

Many best practices of waste data
monitoring and action planning
using Waste Wise Cities Tool,
controlled landfill site management
using the Fukuoka Method and
awareness-raising  activities were
shared. Presenters introduced new
opportunities for the solid waste
management training programmes
on the second and third days of the
meeting.

“SDG indicator 11.6.1 baselining
survey and action planning supported
by UN-Habitat informed the
governments and other stakeholders.
This led to new funding mobilisation
to various projects to tackle plastic
pollution”, said Godfrey Nato,
County Executive Committee
Member of Mombasa County, Kenya,
whose presentation provoked many
questions from the other African
participants.

Heidi Solba, founder of ‘Let’s Do
It World’ from Estonia, introduced
and called for action to join World
Cleanup Day on 17 September 2022.
“Even without a budget, you can
create a partnership with the private
sector or different embassies, making
the event to work with community

and people to clean your city, with
joy”, she added.

Innovations and solutions on the
ground were also shared by active
participation by private sectors on the
fourth day. “In the West, financing is
done through the government through
tenders. In Africa, this model doesn’t
work.

For various reasons, African
governments lack the financial
capacity to adopt the Western model.
Most waste collected is done by the
private sector in Africa. The average
gate fee to dump 1 ton of waste in
the US is USD 50, while the average
gate fee for the same amount of
waste in Africa is one dollar”, Daniel
Paffenholz, CEO of Taka Taka
Solutions from Kenya, stated as
he shared the reality of solid waste
finance in Africa.

“Newly available data on SWM in
the supply chain management can
open the new financing such as
carbon finance and plastic fund. We
can’t underestimate the power of
data,” noted Victor Boyle-Komolafe,
Founder, GIVO, from Nigeria.

Donor communities also joined the
Assembly, expressing their interest
in deepening the partnership with
the ACCP. “We are interested in
developing meaningful projects in
Africa, benefitting from UN tools and
knowledge such as Waste Wise Cities
Tool and SDG data”, mentioned Jonas
Bystrom, Waste Management and
Circular Economy Expert, European
Investment Bank.

The Assembly closed with the
adoption of Tunis Action Guidance,
which dictates the activities of ACCP
for the coming years until 2025, the
year of TICAD 9.
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Akshay Grover

This has opened up a huge opportunity
to capitalize on the innovative capacity
of entrepreneurs in both regions

A developing entrepreneurial
relationship has surfaced in the
past several years as a result of the
substantial historical, commercial, and
cultural ties between Africa and India.
This has opened up a huge opportunity
to capitalize on the innovative capacity
of entrepreneurs in both regions to
collaborate and solve urgent problems
that affect both regions, thereby
boosting trade and investment.

This was the theme of the 2nd India -
Africa Entrepreneurship & Investment
Summit held at the Sarova Panafric
Hotel in Nairobi, Kenya.

The  Summit brought together
entrepreneurs and investors to discuss
the opportunities and challenges of
investing in both Africa and India
with a view to educate, inform and
connect with those who may either
be interested in investing or creating

E0, Cellulant

cclerating Trél
between India & Africa

Vikram Lodna
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joint ventures and/or market access
arrangements. Global investors in the
African entrepreneurial ecosystem
were just as keen to invest in India as
they were to find new ways to diversify
their portfolios in Africa.

“The  summit brought together
entrepreneurs and investors to discuss
the opportunities and challenges of
investing in both Africa and India”
Due to its huge economic potential,
the fintech sector has seen significant
interest from notable investors and
players in both Africa and India over the
past few years. This is especially true
in Africa, where the issue of financial
inclusion still persists and much
innovation and technology is required
to guarantee that more Africans have
access to financial services that can
drive economic growth.

Cellulant’s Group CEO,
Akshay Groverin the panel that
discussed “FinTech as an Engine
of Economic Growth- A New

nd Investmen4
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Development Paradigm” explained that
with the current digital transformation,
the perks of various digital financial
services are great for improving
our economic position and future
investment in Africa.

While encouraging investment in the
fintech space, especially in emerging
markets like Africa, he emphasized
that fintech is a powerful advocate for
financial inclusion and the expansion
of both individual businesses and the
African economy as a whole.

“Fintech makes people and businesses
with previously limited access more
financially aware and better at handling
their personal finances”

Over the last 18 years, Cellulant has
enabled the expansion of businesses
from large corporations to small and
medium-sized  businesses  (SMBs)
by offering its most trusted payment
gateway, Tingg by Cellulant

High Net Worth Individuals, Corporates and Institutions to Benefit
from Yellow Card’s Over-The-Counter (OTC) Crypto Desk

The OTC desk, launched in 2021,
provides access to a massive global
network in the 16 African countries
where the company operates

The African cryptocurrency market
is growing rapidly and has become a
financial solution for many. While most
crypto trading is P2P, few companies
have the capacity to cater to high-net-
worth individuals and corporates who
seek to buy, sell or move large amounts
of USDC and USDT stablecoin.
Yellow Card Financial, the fastest
growing cryptocurrency company on
the continent, provides a personalised
trading facility through their world-
class Crypto Over-The-Counter (OTC)
desk for those who seek to trade any
volume worth over or from $50,000 to
millions of dollars.

The OTC desk, launched in 2021,
provides access to a massive global
network in the 16 African countries
where the company operates, including
South  Africa, Nigeria, Uganda,
Ghana, Kenya, Cameroon, Botswana,

Tanzania, Rwanda and Zambia, to
name a few.

Yellow Card complies with global
AML, Sanctions, FATF Travel Rule
requirements, and KYC all of our
customers across all jurisdictions. We
are also registered on GoAML and with
local Financial Intelligence Units in
most of our jurisdictions to help report
on AML, Sanctions, and Financial
Crime matters.

“Our biggest competitive advantage is
definitely our extremely deep liquidity
pools that fill any order size anytime”
One of Africa’s largest crypto markets
is undoubtedly Nigeria, cited in the
2021 Global Crypto Adoption Index
among the top 20 countries with the
fastest crypto growth.

Munachi Ogueke, CBO for Yellow
Card Financial, says that despite
challenges regarding regulation and
currency availability, Yellow Card
has consistently provided customers
personalised service at competitive
rates with no limits on trading volumes.

“One of the challenges customers face
is the inability to buy USD with NGN.
We have the solution in providing
USDT as an alternative,” says Munachi.
Yellow Card has a wide range of
liquidity providers, helping to serve
customers with the most competitive
rates for large transactions at a fraction
of the cost of trading on an open
exchange, paying fees and slippage.
“Our biggest competitive advantage is
definitely our extremely deep liquidity
pools that fill any order size anytime,”
adds Munachi.

With a full range of fiat currencies
available, the African blockchain
leader can trade in the pair which suits
each client’s needs. Currently, we sell
or buy USDT and USDC for these
currencies: US Dollar, South African
Rand, Nigerian Naira, Botswana Pula,
Ghanian Cedi, Ugandan Shilling,
Kenyan Shilling, Zambian Kwacha,
Central African Franc, Rwandan Franc
and Tanzanian Shilling.



